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BRAKE AND STEERING TEST PROCEDURE  

 
 

Step 1  Stop Vehicle at least ONCE in forward motion before driving  
on to plates and ensure computer screen indicates READY 

 
Step 2 Roll onto Plates at 5 km/h ( walking pace ) 
  Car needs to be in neutral, do NOT steer as this can  

influence steering results. 
 
Step 3 Once all four wheels are on the brake plates the computer screen 

will indicate for you to STOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brake HARD and keep brake pedal pressed for 1 second. 
 

1. The display will then indicate READY 
 
Step 4 The PlateTronic is now ready for the handbrake test. 
 

Drive forward until rear axle is on front plates.  
When computer screen indicates STOP then gently pull hand 
brake 
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Pass or Fail is then displayed on the screen, test is completed and results are 
printed automatically. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Actual Test Printout 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The PlateTronic ® is a precision instrument that simulates an actual emergency stop, 

a vital safety aspect that other brake test methods miss.   
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HOW TO ENTER VEHICLE AND EXAMINER Nos.  

 
Step 1 Click on print test button ï F8 
 
 Enter both the registration number (vin or stock number if unregistered) 

and examiner number on the screen 
 

 Click OK to print test. 
 
 
 

HOW TO USE THE PEDAL FORCE METER  

 

The brake pedal force meter is an optional extra.  It is not supplied with installations where 
the government authority does not require this reading. 
 
 
 
Step 1 Clamp foot unit safely onto brake pedal. 
 
Step 2 Switch remote control to ON.  A red light on hand unit will confirm battery 

power. 
 Now follow normal test procedures.  When finished, the unit will turn off 

automatically. 
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TEST RESULTS - PASS / FAIL CRITERIA  

 
BRAKE TEST SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Left to Right % difference  front and rear axle:  Max 30% 
Peak de-acceleration brake force in % G:  Min 60% 
Avg de-acceleration brake force in % G:  Min 47% 
 
These are the only readings which influence Brake Test Pass / Fail. 
 
Front to Rear brake force distribution:   Front axle Min 60% Max 95% 
        Rear axle  Max 40% Min 5% 
 

WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIFICATIONS 
 
PlateTronic measures the actual DRAG of the Tyres on the road surface.  
 
Readings for best Tyre Wear are 
 
Front Axle:  -1 to +3 
 
Rear Axle:  +0 to +4 
 
 

SHOCK ABSORBER SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Difference per Axle:  Front  20%  

Rear  20% 
 
Test Criteria:  Fail:  Below 50%, Over 85% 

Passed: Over 50%     Below 85% 
 
Very Soft   < 50 
Soft    50 - 60 
Comfortable   60 - 70 
Firm    70 - 80 
Hard     80 - 85 
Extreme   > 85 
 

 
These numbers are a guide line only, because you need to determine first if the 
car tested has got a hard, medium or soft ride quality as from the 
manufacturer, or as requested by the owner. 
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SHOCK ABSORBER TEST PROCEDURE  

 

Caution It is recommended to open both the BONNET and BOOT of the vehicle and to 
press on or near the strut.  DO NOT press on the mudguard as this could dent 
the panels. 

 
 Correct Tyre pressure IS important. 
 
Select F4 on the computer.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Drive on to the test track and place the front wheels on the weighbridge plates.   
Be careful to stop with the tyre in the centre of the plate and open the bonnet and boot. 
 
 

Click the START button to commence the actual testing process.   
As you press the start button the photo of the vehicle will be recorded. 
 
DO NOT STAND IN FRONT OF THE CAMERA! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


